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Abbott Fay

Former
Western State
College pro-

~fessor and
Colorado
historian
Abbott Fay
died March
12 of a stroke
in:- Grand
Junction, his retirement home.
He was 82. - ;

Fay taught history at Western

_ from 1964 to 1982. He prac-
ticed what he preached while
here, Writi_hg “Mountain
Academia,” a history of the col-
lege up to 1960. Fay came to
Western from a teaching stint
at what was then Mesa Junior
College in Grand Junction.
In 1982 he returned to Grand
Junction, where he taught at

. Mesa State College for several
more years before retiring to

- the North Fork valley to write

and run a small rare-books

operation, He continued to
lecture on history at libraries
and museums around the West
Slope until recently. :
He authored 10 books after
“Mountain Academia” — all
about Colorado history and

Retlections Press in the
Uncompahgre Valley. Among -
the most popular were “A
History of Skiing in Colorado”
(1999) and his last book,
“] Never Knew That About
Colorado: A Quaint Volume of
Forgotten Lore” (2001).

At Western he was highly
regarded by students for the
quality and interest of his lec-
tures, for the level of engage-
ment he demanded in discus-
sion and assignments, and for
his engagement in campus life
outside the classroom.He was
instigator and faculty advisor
for the Quigley Club, a service
club for students that —:in
addition to campus improve-
ment efforts — launched a-
small ‘army of shovelers during
snowstorms to help senior citi-
zens get their walks and drive-
ways clear. Closely related to
Quigley Club was a self-disci-
pline program he set up, which
‘one student recalled as “one of
the best things 1 ever did as a
student.” -

He believed that his respon-
sibility for preparing students
for the future did not end at'the
classroom door, and engaged
in at least one major “co-cur-

‘ ricular” venture that was 30

years ahead of its time. In the
1977-78 school year, following
the first “Energy Crisis” in the
mid-1970s, he worked with a
group of students to launch a
“National Energy Conservation
Challenge,” whereby Western
challenged every college and
university in the United States
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to try to reduce its energy con-
sumption more than Western
would that ‘year (see related
story on Cl). Nothing done
at the college before or since

gained Western as much posi- -

tive national attention as NECC
did that year.

Abbott Fay’s philosophy of
education was expressed in a
1977 “Top O’ the World” inter-
view about the National Energy
Conservation Challenge: “I
want the students to be able

. to use this when they leave

the college. Instead of talking
about what they are going to
do, 1 want them to have done
something.” < :

A native of Nebraska, Abbott
Fay came to Colorado after
serving in the European theater
in World War I1. He spent the
rest of his life here, on the West
Slope. He is survived by his
wife, Joan, and their three off-
spring, Randy, Collin and Dede.

No memorial service has

been planned but the family

might hold a celebration of his
life this summer.. Those inter-
ested in knowing about that, or
more about Abbott Fay and his
‘work, can check www.abbottfay.
com, which also has informa-
tion about memorial gifts.
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: -GHS Track

These teens know how
to horse around.
See C4.
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Remembering Abbott Fay
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Popular professor |
Abbott Fay often had : e
students pondering

Alice in Wonderland-

type realties, as

kinted at in this

cartoon, which was

published in the ]
campus newspaper, e
Top o the World. i
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_'_' Crested Butte
dentist ready
for annual
service trip to
impoverished
country

Dawn DelVecchio
Special to the Times

“It makes i-
me feel good
to give back.”

T h ait s
how Michael
Faktor, DMD
(doctor of §
medical den-
tistry) and
owner of
Elk Avenue :
Family Dentistry in Crested

Dr. Faktor






